COLLEGE HOUSE
Traditional Values, Modern Living

PROFILE

College House is the co-residential boarding hostel of Wairarapa College which provides a quality lifestyle for up to 175 students.

College House staff strive to create a caring environment where students are comfortable and feel they are part of the greater hostel family.

The ethos of College House blends in well with the schools philosophy of educating students to their potential. College House encourages students to co-operate, participate, and become independent while developing the values of discipline, courtesy, honesty and good manners. The focus at College House is on strong family values.  Student guidelines, expectations and standards are clearly set and students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own actions.

College House students are recognised as having a ‘special character’ that comes from the bond developed through living closely with each other.  This spirit carries with it a long and proud history on sports days when competing for POTO, the House name synonomous with our hostel.

SPECIAL CHARACTER
College House has a long tradition since it first opened in 1925 as a Boys’ hostel.  The Girls’ hostel was situated in Essex Street and was known as Purnell House.   In 1976 the two hostels amalgamated on the College House site.  Those who have had the privilege to be associated with College House were pleased to celebrate 75 years of hostel life in the year 2000.

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT
College House is administered by the Wairarapa College Board of Trustees through its Hostel committee which delegates the day to day running of the Hostel to the Hostel Manager.

The Hostel is managed by Mr Tony Browne, assisted by Matrons, Mrs Shelley Hurihanganui, Kerry Cartmell and management assistants Julie Browne, Hone Hurihanganui. and Arthur Samuel.
Tony and  Julie have been at College House for fifteen years, Ten years as Manager. Tony and Julie have two children, Cody who resides in Dunedin, and Kellie who is attending University in Palmerston North.

Shelley and Hone, along with son Tama and daughter Te Aniwaniwa, joined College House in 2009. They also have two older children, Aperahama and Te Ataahia, who are currently studying away from home. 
Kerry and Arthur joined College House in April 2010.

Matters of boarders’ welfare and the housekeeping are the responsibility of the Matrons. In addition there are ten resident Supervisors and four live in study tutors. 

A group of senior boys and girls are appointed as prefects.
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The hostel roll is made up essentially of students from rural Wairarapa, but a number of student’s from out of the district have also chosen to make College House their term-time home. 
ACCOMMODATION
Students are provided with their own space in a dormitory or annexe.  Dormitories are arranged in year levels 9-12 and each boarder is provided with a cubicle space which includes a wardrobe, locker, drawers, writing desk and lamp.

Wellwood is the building which accommodates the girl’s dormitories and Blackwood the boys. These two facilities are separated by our common areas.  Dormitories are centrally heated.  Annexes are reserved for senior students, usually Year 13 and or sixth form prefects.  There are six annexes, three each for girls and boys.  Annexes sleep five students with individual cubicle space: a wardrobe, locker, drawers, shelves, writing desk and lamp.  Each annexe has its own toilet and shower facilities, fridge, toaster, jug and kitchen sink.  Two of the annexes have televisions.  These facilities have been purpose built with the idea of helping prepare students for future independent living.

FACILITIES
Common Room:
There is a common room for all students which contains a projection TV/DVD and home theatre. The SKY network is available on this television.  A canteen operates out of the common room and is open twice daily.  There is a drink dispensing machine in this area also.  The common room is centrally heated.

Senior common room:
 This room is available to Year 12 and 13 students.  It has a television, lounge suite and study area.

The Games Room:
This room is used by students to play pool, table tennis and air hockey.
The Moss Room:
Named after Mr Jack Moss, a long standing staff member, this room is a quiet area for reading, studying or borrowing a book from the small library. 
It also houses a computer suite with 4 internet access computers and laser printers.  The Dominion newspaper and Wairarapa Times-Age are available in this room daily.

Outside Activities:
The hostel has its own tennis court, sand volleyball court, basketball hoop and trampolines.  Students can borrow sports equipment from the hostel office.  The hostel is set on the edge of the school oval, allowing the students free usage of school facilities outside of school hours including the swimming pool, gymnasium, astroturf and information technology block.

The Parents’ Lounge:
The parents’ lounge is a place where students/staff and parents can meet to talk quietly in a private environment.  Students are able to use this room to play board games or the piano.  The parent’s lounge is used by the Parents’ Committee once a month for meetings and also for regular staff and student meetings.
Prep Rooms:
There are two small prep rooms available to students for group work or tuition.

The Gym:
In 1998 the Parents’ Committee in association with the Board of Trustees built a mini gym for the hostel students.  Boarders can play basketball, indoor hockey, soccer or badminton in this modern facility.

Swimming Pool: During the summer College House takes a lot  of supervised swims for the students.

DISCIPLINE
Respect and self-control are the foundation of behavior at College House.  Students are made very conscious of the standards expected. Rules and guidelines are clearly set out so that students can live in a positive, safe and comfortable environment.

The hostel has a graduated approach to discipline, which can range from minor to more serious consequences. Staff will give jobs to those students who lapse in discipline.  Management will gate students who continue to lapse in discipline or commit serious misdemeanours.

Components of Discipline

.  Early Jobs at 6.30am 
.   Jobs at 3.30pm

.  Weekend Gating

.   Week Gating – Monday to Monday

.  Full Gating – Monday to Monday + Jobs at 6.30am and 3.30pm, lines from 8pm to

                          early bedtime. 

Gated students may not take leave for one week, including one weekend. They are expected to remain within the grounds of the hostel and may only be granted leave by the Hostel Manager. Gated students are expected to do daily jobs and retire to bed early. 

 Suspension : Students may be suspended from the hostel for the following offences

                       . Theft  


           . Destruction of property

                       . Possessing, drinking or supplying alcohol


           . Possessing, using or supplying drugs/tobacco

           . Taking leave without permission


           . Physical or verbal abuse


           . Insolence


           . Continual disregard of hostel rules


           . Being in an out of bounds area    


Theft, bullying, sexual harassment, verbal abuse, smoking the use of alcohol, solvents or drugs will not be tolerated. As a guide the hostel refers to the school rules, but reserves the right to treat each issue independently. Consideration will be given to the circumstances and any disciplinary action taken will be in the best interest of all students.

For serious offences the disciplinary committee of the Board of Trustees will be called together. Parents may be asked to attend these meetings.

LEAVE
Leave is seen as a privilege and is taken with the permission of the manager/matron or duty supervisor.  Leave is only granted to specific destinations and students are expected to write all details of their leave in the day book.  Leave is taken on trust, within the expectations that students will:

· Go where they have indicated in the appropriate attire

· Maintain a high standard of behaviour at all times
· Return at time specified
When students leave the hostel they are expected to put their tag up indicating they are out of the hostel grounds on approved leave.

Day Leave:
Only under special circumstances is after-school leave granted outside the Wednesday town leave (once a fortnight for year 9 and 10 and weekly for years 11, 12, 13).  All town leave is taken in uniform.  Parents may take their child/children out for lunch or dinner. Leave is readily granted for sports practices, provided this does not conflict with prep demands.

Weekend Leave:  Parents may request leave for their child for any weekend (except compulsory in-weekends), providing this request is made (preferably in writing), by 8.30pm on the preceding Wednesday using the appropriate weekend leave form or by phoning the hostel office.  Weekend leave is normally taken from 3.30pm Friday until 8.00pm Sunday or 8.00am Monday.  
Boarders who wish to stay with friends must be invited by the host, and have their own parents’ permission to visit.

If leave or travel requirements change then the management needs to be informed before leaving.

All students will need to check in with the manager/matron and put their tag up prior to leaving the hostel grounds.

Students are expected to depart and return to the hostel in appropriate school uniform and check in with the manager/matron on their return.

Parents are welcome to visit the hostel to see their children at any time and if they wish to join us for a meal they are welcome to do so.  For daily routines, meal times, prep times refer to the College House Handbook.

Travel Arrangements for Leave:
College House operates two vans to drop students at venues away from school and for transportation to train, bus etc.
Travel arrangements for weekend leave and end-of-term are not made by the hostel.  Parents or students are expected to make the appropriate arrangements.  Money can be withdrawn at the office for this purpose.

Travel is expected to take place outside college hours, unless there are special circumstances.

Additional leave for travel purposes may be granted only at compulsory exit timess and at the end of term.

All students are expected to be in residence at the beginning of each term and after exit weekends, at the time set down, normally between 6.30pm – 8pm the day before school resumes.

COMMUNICATION

Telephone:
A number of options are available to Parents:

*(06)370 0415 – Hostel Office  Fax (06) 3700419
*(06)370 0475 - Wellwood (Girls) Upstairs

*(06)370 0474 –Blackwood (Boys) Upstairs 

*(06)370 0472 –Blackwood (Boys) Downstairs
E-mail  hostel@winz.co.nz


Parents are encouraged to set up a 0800 home number, or provide a call card for their children. Yabba phone cards are available through the hostel office.

Mail:
Any formal communication should be addressed to PO Box 198, Masterton.  Incoming mail is passed on to students daily at lunchtime.  Stamps are for sale in the office.

E-mail: The Internet is now available on four computers in the Moss Room. 

ACADEMIC AND SPORTING ACTIVITIES

Prep:
Providing each student with the opportunity to reach his or her potential is an important part of life at College House.  Students do prep daily.  Year 9 & 10 students work for 1½ hours under supervision in the dining room.  Year 11, 12 and 13 students work for 2 hours in their own cubicle space.  Prep is a quiet time where students are to complete assignments, homework or study. Tutors are available to assist students Monday-Thursdays in the Moss Room. This is one-on-one tutoring in Maths, Science and English.
Sport:
Involvement in an activity/sport is strongly encouraged for all boarders. 

FINANCE
Boarding Fees:
The boarding fee per term is $1800.00 inc.Gst, which calculates to a total cost of $7200.00 incl. GST per year. An account for the total is sent at the beginning of each school year.  Two payment options are offered:

a) Payment in full with a 2½ % discount

b) Payment by automatic payment in 9 monthly installments.

All necessary documentation, along with a fees policy, is sent to parents each year. 
The Board reviews its hostel fees payments each month.  Non payment of fees will result in your child being asked to leave College House.

Hostel Account:
The hostel charges a $45.00 levy per year.  This sum is used to help with medical/recreation expenses.  This sum is to be paid to the hostel office before the commencement of term each year.

ANZ Account:

We will arrange for an ANZ Eftpos account to be opened for each student.  Parents are asked to deposit $200.00 into this account at the beginning of each term to help pay for their child’s personal expenses such as stationery, class/sports trips, weekly pocket money etc.  This is organised through the hostel office.

Pocket Money:
  Boarders may be issued with pocket money from their eftpos account.  Parents can specify the amount per week.  There is no transaction fee charged on these accounts.  We recommend a maximum of $5.00 per week for junior boarders and encourage senior boarders to be responsible for their own money.  Junior boarder’s cards are held in the hostel office; they have their own pin number to access the account.  Payments for essential items may be authorised by the matron, but overall responsibility for eftpos accounts rests with the students and parents.  The hostel keeps a record of each transaction made.  This enables spending by students to be monitored.

Additional Money:
Parents are urged not to send their children back to the hostel with large amounts of money.  Students can leave larger amounts of money in the hostel office safe.  No responsibility is accepted for money kept in dormitories.

Terminations:

Parents/Guardians are to give six weeks notice in writing or in lieu thereof pay the balance of the terms fee or half terms fee whichever is the greater sum.

BURSARIES
Boarding Bursaries:
Available to students who must live away from home to attend school.  They must live at least 4.8km from the nearest state school or school bus service.  They may also be awarded to students who meet certain special needs criteria.  Value $2700.00.

Mapihi Pounamu:
These are awarded to students who have to live away from home to attend a school offering tuition up to School Certificate level in a technical subject. 

Ann SinclairTrust:
This trust was set up to help boys towards a farming career.  Any boy studying Agriculture at Year 10 or above may seek help if they are in financial difficulty.

General Assistance by Maori Authorities:
A number of Maori Trust Boards and Maori Incorporations are prepared to finance the education of Maori students.  Each authority requires tribal connections to be established before any grant can be made.  General enquiries may be made through the College. 

Applications for these bursaries should be made from September onwards.

INSURANCE

Life Insurance:
The Board of Trustees asks parents to pay a premium for Life Indemnity Insurance. This group policy taken under the name of Wairarapa College Board of Trustees covers the life of either caregiver.  The sum insured will cover the hostel fees of each child for the remainder of their stay at Wairarapa College.  It is acknowledged that many parents/caregivers have their own Life Insurance policies.  However, the Board cannot discriminate on this matter, because at the time a student in College House will be dealing with enough trauma without the added burden of being removed from the hostel for non payment of fees.  If you have any further questions on this matter please contact the Board Office on (06) 370 0404.

Household Insurance:

The Board of Trustees does not take out household Insurance for each student’s property while at College House.  A majority of reputable Insurance companies offer household insurance, which will extend to your child’s property while living at a hostel.  It would be best to confirm this with your agent.

ENROLMENT

Apply by completing the ‘Application for Admission to College House’ form and post to:




The Manager




College House




P O Box 198




MASTERTON

It is advisable to apply for admission at least 12 months in advance.  All applicants will be sent an acknowledgment of application and will be added to our newsletter mailing list.

The following criteria are considered when accepting boarders:

1. Siblings

2. Those eligible for a boarding bursary

3. Wairarapa residents

The Manager will interview all applicants in terms 2 or 3 prior to the year of entry.  There is a College House open day every year. This is advertised in local papers together with the school open day.

CLOTHING
Casual wear and extras for all boys:
2 singlets (white)

3 pairs summer shorts

4 pair underpants

3 pairs jeans or casual trousers

4 pairs socks


2 pullovers or sweatshirts

6 handkerchiefs

4 casual shirts (1 should have a collar for tidy wear)

2 pair winter pyjamas

2 pairs summer pyjamas

1 pair casual shoes

1 pair jandals/sandals

1 casual jacket for general use (school one can be used)

2 bath towels


1 coloured swimming towel

Toilet bag – flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, powder, comb, 
soap & shampoo.

Shoe polish.   Coat hangers – plastic

Sewing kit – spare buttons for shirts etc., scissors, cotton, needles, safety pins, 


Spare name tags.

1 net laundry bag (for underwear)
1 duvet, 1 blanket, (optional)


1 drink bottle

Casual wear and extras for all girls:

3 vests if required (white)       1 warm skirt

2 bras



1 pullover/sweatshirt/cardigan

6 pairs underpants

2 pair casual trousers

2 pairs pyjamas/nightdresses (Summer)  2 pairs pyjamas/nightdresses (Winter)

1 housecoat or dressing gown
3 casual shirts

2 bath towels


2 Summer skirts & tops

1 coloured swimming towel
1 pair casual shorts

1 pair jandals/sandals
Toilet bag – flannel, toothbrush, comb/hairbrush, soap shampoo, conditioner,

deodorant, nail polish remover

Shoe cleaning outfit – polish, brush and buffer

Coat hangers – plastic

Sewing kit – spare buttons, scissors, cotton, needles, safety pins,
Spare name tags or marker pen

1 net bag for underwear for the washing machine
1 duvet, 1 blanket (optional)
2 cotton/polyester sheets

1 drink bottle

all clothing must be clearly named
All clothing must be named with embroidered nametags. Unfortunately using an indelible pen is not satisfactory as it washes off in the commercial washing machine. 

All students will also need their own Dictionary.

Please Note:   The information given in this profile is correct at the time of printing.

